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Giving in the last days 

 

“During times of universal deceit, telling the truth becomes a revolutionary act.”  

George Orwell. 

We are just passing through and we can’t take our riches with us. Where we’re going, the 

streets are paved with gold. Here and now, we need to be responsible stewards of our 

resources and zealous for good works (Matt. 25: 14-30, Eph. 2: 10; Titus 2: 14, 3: 8). We do 

not know how much time is left, so our giving must be as generous and cost-effective as 

possible in the last days. We should give directly to the church, to save people, to the poor 

and the persecuted, and we can give to organisations that specialise in these areas. We need to 

give biblically - our sole and final authority for deciding how we give should be the 

scriptures; “rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2: 15), and based on an honest 

interpretation of “all the counsel of God” (Acts 20: 20, 27; Jer. 26: 2). We should not just 

blindly follow church traditions, but search the scriptures, to see if these things are so (Acts 

17: 11). 

Tithing... or freewill offerings? 

 “Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority, it is time to pause and reflect” 

 Mark Twain. 

Sometimes we confuse “churchianity” with biblical Christianity. Without even noticing it, we 

adopt the cultural norms of those around us. We just assume that they are biblical, when they 

are merely “traditions of men” (Matt. 15: 7-9; Mark 7: 6-13; Col. 2: 8). Unfortunately a 

tradition of men has become firmly embedded in many churches. This is the idea of tithing, 

generally defined today as giving ten percent of your income to the pastor, or the church 

leadership, on a weekly basis. It is of course true that we should give to pastors, missionaries 

and evangelists, since those who preach the gospel have the right to live from the gospel (1 

Cor. 9: 9-14; Gal 6: 6; Phil. 4: 15-19; 1 Tim 5: 18), but it is not specified anywhere in the 

New Testament that Christians should be tithing money on a weekly basis.  

It should be obvious, even from a cursory search of the literature and the internet, that tithing 

was for those under the Mosaic Law. For those under grace, in the church age, giving 

consisted  mostly of one group of believers, themselves often poor, giving of their own free 

will “as they prospered”, (1 Cor. 16:2) and “according to their ability”(Acts 11: 29), to 

another group of even poorer believers, (2 Cor. 8: 1-5, 12-15; 9: 1,12; 11: 8, 9) and to the 

poor within the local assembly (Rom. 12: 13; 1 Tim 5: 16; Gal. 2: 10 and 6: 10). Heroic 

givers gave out of their deep poverty and beyond their ability, however we are asked to give 

“according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not” (2 Cor. 8: 2-3 and 12-

15).  
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These days, the all too common situation is that poorer people in the church, who should be 

supported by the church, get no support. On top of that, they may have a guilt trip laid on 

them, and may be intimidated into tithing when they can’t afford it, to church leaders who in 

some cases are rich. In some churches they demand 10% of your gross income. In other 

words, they even want the money “that a man hath not” (2 Cor. 8: 12). This is a deceitful 

twisting of scripture, a form of extortion and a travesty of what God intended (Isa. 10: 1, 2; 

Ps. 82: 3, 4; 2 Cor. 4: 2 and perhaps even 1 Cor. 6: 8-10. See also Matt. 23: 8). In one 

practical case that I know of, someone who was temporarily out of work and money, ended 

up paying for vegetables on her credit card. She did not ask for help, because she knew her 

church only took tithes and did not help the poor. Around the same period, the pastor of her 

church, and his wife and six children, were enjoying an overseas holiday. The pastor is 

entitled to a holiday, but let us first look after those in need (1 Tim. 5: 16; Gal. 2: 10). 

The church needs to avoid giving even the appearance of oppressing or exploiting the poor... 

“Rob not the poor, because he is poor: neither oppress the afflicted in the gate: For the LORD 

will plead their cause, and spoil the soul of those that spoiled them.” (Prov. 22: 22, 23). Also, 

Ps. 72: 4, and Mal. 3: 5. By contrast, the elders are exhorted to “feed the flock of God which 

is among you, taking the oversight hereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy 

lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being ensamples 

to the flock.”. Filthy lucre can also be translated as “dishonest gain” (1 Pet. 5: 2, 3; Matt. 20: 

25-28; Mark. 10: 42-45; Acts 20: 28; 2 Cor. 1: 24; 10: 8; 13: 10; Eph. 4: 11-16; 1 Tim. 3: 2-8; 

Titus 1: 7). It is also important to remember that God hates Nicolaitanism (Rev. 2: 6, 15). 

One generally accepted definition of this is the division of the church into clergy and laity, 

with the clergy lording it over, or ruling over, the flock. This is formally institutionalised, and 

even a defining feature, of some churches, and a de facto situation in some others. Note that 

Matt. 23: 8-12; 1 Cor. 12: 7; Gal. 6: 1; 1 Peter 2: 5 and 9; 5: 5, and Luke 22: 24-27, exclude 

an oppressive, authoritarian hierarchy (see David Cloud’s article at 

www.wayoflife.org/files/category.pastors.html.). 

The continued ruling over the flock by the imposition of tithing is a bad witness and results in 

a perception among the unsaved that “the church is full of hypocrites, since they are only 

after my money”. How many people have not come to church, particularly poor people, 

because they know they will be pressured into tithing and be driven even deeper into 

poverty? How many might have been saved if they had come to church and heard the gospel? 

(Rom 10: 14). Many more might come to church and get saved, and keep coming to church, 

if they knew they only had to give “freewill offerings”, “according to their ability”, and “as 

God prospers them”, and not necessarily money, and not necessarily all to the church. More 

people would be drawn into the church if they knew they would be supported if they are poor, 

or go through hard times, and more would be saved as a result of the good witness of 

supporting the poor.  

For more information on tithing, you might like to have look, as a minimum, at “Should you 

be tithing?” at the Berean Call website, www.thebereancall.org/node/2627/ and “Tithing – 

what does the bible really teach?”, by Henry G. Sheppard, at 

http;//caic.org.au/biblebase/abuse/tithing.htm. It is interesting that Mr. Sheppard states that 

http://www.thebereancall.org/node/2627/
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the total combined tithe given in the Old Testament equals 23.3%, which is approximately the 

base tax rate in Australia, although other taxes have been added since then, and many less 

obvious charges. Some other sites worth visiting include: www.tithingtruth.com, 

www.truthforfree.com, http.//koinonia99.tripod.com/tithing.html for a study and a 

bibliography, www.harvestnet.org/articles/truthofthetithe.htm, www.agape.com/tithe.htm, 

www.nomoretithing.org, and www.etpc.org/2001/ontith.html. For a satirical treatment, see 

“The Trial of Pastor Jones”, at www.tithing.christian-things.com/jones.html. There is plenty 

more if you search for it.  

Just a few pertinent points: Old Testament tithes were mostly food and offerings/sacrifices 

were made daily, weekly, monthly and annually (Num. 28 and 29; compared with Christ’s 

once for all sacrifice; Heb. 7: 24, 27; 9: 12, 26 and 28; 10: 10). Tithes were given by those 

who owned land or livestock (in the Old Testament, most people gained wealth from 

livestock or crops produced from land which God gave to them. Today, many church-goers 

are exploited wage-earners who do not own the roof over their heads and have no land from 

which to produce wealth). The Levites and priests inherited no land to support themselves 

and so tithes were given to them. Amongst their other duties, the Levites performed many of 

the functions that we pay the government/public service/social security to do today. The 

Levites were supposed to give a tithe of what had been tithed to them (Num. 18: 25-31), to 

support the priests, “unto the house of God, to the chambers, into the treasure house” (Neh. 

10: 38). The word “storehouse” used in Mal. 3: 10, is the same as treasure house in the 

original, so this is addressed to the Levites, rebuking them for not giving their tithes to the 

priests (Jim Peacock, www.cultwatch.com/tithing.html). It does not apply to Christians now. 

In the case of Abraham and Jacob, they gave only after God had prospered them. If we were 

to follow Mosaic Law tithing to the letter, then all the singers and the gatekeepers/porters 

would also need to be paid out of the collection (Neh. 13: 4-13 and 10: 39).  

Tithing in the church today is a tradition of men, and is not “rightly dividing the word of 

truth”. We are supposed to contend for the faith (Jude 3), and to be valiant for the truth (Jer. 

9: 3), and its furtherance (2 Cor. 4: 2 and 13: 8; Gal. 2: 14; 4: 16). As Martin Luther put it, 

“Out of love and concern for the truth, and with the object of eliciting it...”. Either we follow 

the bible “the word of truth” and give “the whole counsel of God”, or we do not. If we do not, 

we are either a false religion/cult, or just a social club. If we knowingly and deliberately teach 

falsehood (which includes half-truths), we are by definition false teachers. We must not add 

to or subtract from the truth, but tell “the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth” 

(Deut. 4: 2). We compromise our integrity, even make ourselves hypocrites, if we say that we 

follow the bible and yet give precedence to traditions of men. Following traditions results in 

things like selling indulgences. This is what Martin Luther was trying to rectify.  

Some may try to make you feel guilty, or even try to bully you into giving. Do not give in to 

this. It might be suggested to you that you should follow the example of the widow who gave 

two mites (see Mark 12: 38-44; Luke 20: 45–21: 4 and the related Matt. 23: 14), but this 

passage needs to be read in context. The point is primarily about Jesus’ condemnation of the 

scribes, the Pharisees, the rich, and the pretentious, most of Matthew 23 in fact, and 

secondarily, His commendation of the wonderful widow for giving proportionately much 

http://www.tithingtruth.com/
http://www.harvestnet.org/articles/truthofthetithe.htm
http://www.agape.com/tithe.htm
http://www.nomoretithing.org/
http://www.etpc.org/2001/ontith.html
http://www.tithing.christian-things.com/jones.html
http://www.cultwatch.com/tithing.html
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more. She was actually supposed to be supported, rather than giving. Her giving all she had 

to live on was an example of how they “devoured widows’ houses”. She gave in spite of this. 

A sorry state of affairs. Regarding widows, see Ex. 22: 22-24; Deut. 14: 29; 24: 19; 26: 12; 

27: 19; Job 24: 3, 21; 31: 16-23; Isaiah 1: 17, 23; Jer. 7: 5-7; Ezek. 22: 7 and Mal. 3: 5. 

A more excellent way... 

Our giving should be inspired by love (1 Cor. 13: 3). The attitude of our hearts is the source 

of generous giving. God loves us and gave Himself for us (Jn. 3: 16), so we should give 

ourselves to God, remembering that everything we have is from God, even our ability to 

work and earn money so that we can give (Deut. 8: 18; 1 Chron. 29: 11-14; 2 Cor. 8: 5; 9: 7; 

Rom. 12: 1). He became poor, that we might become rich (2 Cor. 8: 9). Christian giving 

should be as generous as possible, in faith that God will supply, and should be out of 

gratitude for what the Saviour has done for us. We should give... cheerfully, willingly, 

faithfully, and each should give “as he purposeth in his heart” (2 Cor. chapters 8 and 9; 1 Cor. 

13: 3 and Luke 6: 38). Giving is a grace, is pleasing to God, and is “fruit that abounds to your 

account” (Phil. 4: 17, 18; 2 Cor. 8: 7; 9: 10). True Christianity is characterised by charity, and 

charity is a form of worship. We must move on from tithing, from slavishly following the 

letter of the law, to living in the liberty of the spirit of the law (Rom. 7: 6; Gal. 5: 18, 25; 2 

Cor. 3: 6, 17). Giving is also a private matter between you and God (Matt. 6: 1-4). It is 

definitely no-one else’s business, and it is not something to brag about. 

If church funds are insufficient, what can be done to make more money available, and to be 

sure that it is used wisely and biblically? The following are a few ideas to achieve this, and 

you can probably think of more.  

The pastor, his wife, missionaries, evangelists and church planters 

All those who preach the word are entitled to having their needs supplied, and those who 

labour in the word and doctrine should be counted worthy of double honour (1 Tim 5:17, 18), 

which could include provision as well as esteem. There is, however, an even higher calling. 

Paul laboured day and night so that, as much as possible, he could preach without charge. Is 

the power of the gospel diminished if the hearers know that the preacher is paid money? He 

was concerned that he did not abuse his authority in the gospel by accepting money (1 Cor. 9: 

12, 18). If at all physically possible, there is his example of self-support; therefore 

pastors/elders should be self-supporting by doing temporary, part-time or full-time work, as 

Paul did (1 Thess. 2: 9; 2 Thess. 3: 8). Leading by example as usual, Paul called a meeting 

with the Ephesian elders, (Acts 20: 17) and exhorted them to work (Acts 20: 34, 35). See 

also: Acts 18: 3; 1 Cor. 9: 18; 10: 33; 11: 1; Eph 4: 28; 1 Thess. 2: 9; 4: 11 and 2 Thess. 3: 8-

15.  

In 2 Thess. 3: 10, Paul commanded everyone to work. 

If the pastor, his wife and the elders worked enough to support themselves, this would free up 

some more money to be donated to Christian causes such as the poor. If the pastor and elders 

work full-time, then more elders will be needed to meet the workload (Acts 6: 2-4). This 
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might require some of the ordinary church-goers to meet some more responsibilities and 

functions in the church. This may not be a bad thing, as there is a tendency among some to sit 

back and rely on the pastor to do everything. Another side-effect could be that some pastors 

may benefit from the real-life experience that being in the workforce provides. This might 

make them even better pastors, in the same way that teachers who have hands-on work 

experience in their industry are usually better teachers. If, following the clear biblical 

exhortation for all to work, it became the norm for pastors/elders to be as self-sufficient as 

possible, many who at present are teaching falsehood such as tithing, or are in it for the 

money, would be weeded out. 

Some may object that being a pastor is a full-time job, but many people these days have more 

than one job (and they may still struggle financially and still give to the church and still do 

voluntary work for the church). It is clearly a high calling to be self-supporting and to provide 

leadership in the church, but we should remember that to whom much is given, much will be 

required (Luke 12: 48; James 3: 1). Missionaries, evangelists and church planters could also 

work whenever possible – simply following Paul’s example (1 Cor. 11: 1; Phil. 4: 9). 

The rich 

“...it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20: 35).  

In Acts 4: 34 we see the rich defined as those who own lands or houses, in the plural. They 

sold (presumably extra) houses and lands, and brought the proceeds to the apostles, who 

distributed to those who had need (Acts 2: 44, 45; 4: 32-35). Luke 3: 11 says that if we have 

two coats, or food, we should give to those who have none (see also Isaiah 58: 6, 7; James 2: 

15, 16 and Heb. 13: 16). Yet today it is a paradox that rich people are commonly less 

generous than poor people. Being rich, and therefore able to give more, is in my opinion a 

great privilege and a wonderful opportunity to influence the course of events for good. Think 

of what you could do. In the bible the rich are commanded to “do good, be rich in good 

works, ready to give, willing to share” (1 Tim. 6: 18). See also: Ps. 41: 1; Prov. 3: 27; 11: 25; 

13: 6; 19: 17; 21: 13; 22: 9; 28: 27; Isa. 1: 17; Matt. 19: 21; Heb. 13: 5 and James 2: 15, 16). 

If the rich would follow this biblical commandment, much more could be achieved for the 

support of the poor and reaching the unsaved. 

There is an opportunity cost to the way we use money. If you can afford to go on an 

expensive holiday, or to buy a luxury home, or a holiday house, hobby farm, expensive car, 

fashionable outfit, television or other electrical goods etc., you could instead provide relief to 

persecuted Christians around the world, or pay for a well for an entire village in a developing 

country, or provide bibles for those in need, or simply help someone in your church.  

If the difference between buying an ordinary television and a fancy one is $1000.00, you can 

see mostly unedifying material on a nice big screen, or you can fund cataract operations, so 

that thirty or more people can see. The question is: which will look best on your resume on 

judgement day? May I encourage you to lay up riches for yourself in heaven? (Luke 12: 33 

and 18: 22; 1 Timothy 6: 6-10; Matt. 6: 19-21; 19: 21; 25: 31-46; James 4: 17). May I 
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encourage you to give now, for an eternal weight of glory and honour? (Ps. 112: 9). We can 

surround ourselves with temporary status symbols now, and perhaps impress some people 

who judge by appearances, but it may to our eternal shame. What a shame it would be, to be 

caught up in the rapture, and yet be caught out with an embarrassment of riches heaped up in 

the last days. Alternatively, if we die rich, in Andrew Carnegie’s opinion, “The man who dies 

rich dies disgraced”. 

Treasure in heaven is the ultimate blue chip investment. Perhaps in God’s economy the truly 

rich and successful are those who give money out of their deep poverty, and give generously 

of their time and talents (Luke 21: 1-4). There is a harsh contrast between the judgement of 

the church at Smyrna, and the Laodiceans (Rev. 2: 9 and 3: 17, 18). His ways are higher than 

our ways (Isa. 55: 9). 

“... he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully” 2 Cor. 9: 6b 

The not so rich 

It is deeply disappointing for those with less, who would like to give much more, to be unable 

to do so. This is all the more reason to be sure that your giving is biblically sound, carefully 

targeted, cost-effective, and if possible has a compounding beneficial effect. It is encouraging 

to remember that the Lord can work miracles even with small amounts, as He did with the 

loaves and the fishes (twice, in case we missed it?). There are still possibilities... to quote 

Edmund Burke: “No one could make a greater mistake than he who did nothing because he 

could only do a little”.  

Perhaps in small ways, here and there, we can still make a difference. If we stop and think 

about it, many of us spend money in frivolous ways, and there may be some expenses that 

could be reduced, enabling us to give a little more. As an example, at weddings in affluent 

countries, people can end up with five toasters for wedding presents. When my sister married, 

she asked that people give to charities instead. She and my brother-in-law are delighted that 

there are people who were blind who now can see (because of cataract operations), instead of 

getting toasters. Imagine what a difference it would make if people gave to charities as 

presents for birthdays, anniversaries, Christmas, and other celebrations, at least among adults. 

Tearfund has created a precedent where you can buy a gift voucher (they call them “living 

gifts”), and the recipient chooses the project and country where the gift is spent. 

Other opportunities include giving your time (but not ten percent per week, and only what 

you can afford to give of your own free will), or in the areas of your skills and abilities 

(James 1: 27). Don’t forget prayer. Only God knows, but I suspect that He has a small 

number of largely unnoticed people, sprinkled like salt through His church, effectively 

achieving more through their fervent, persistent prayer, than the many higher profile activities 

of some others. Don’t forget encouragement. Perhaps you can encourage and inspire others to 

give more. In 1 Chronicles, chapters 28 and 29, King David led by example, and so inspired 

others to give willingly for the building of the temple. Advocacy is another option, where you 
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write to politicians about poverty and justice issues, for example. Think William Wilberforce. 

We need more advocacy and less apathy. See www.micahchallenge.org.au.  

Church size and expenses 

In theory smaller churches could amalgamate to form fewer, larger, viable churches. Active 

home groups would ensure more intimate fellowship in smaller groups. However, it seems 

that smaller churches commonly give more per capita than larger churches. 

Are there expenses that can be reduced or cut out altogether? Do we need to build a new 

church if it is cheaper to use a community hall or school classroom? Or could we show 

hospitality, and meet, at little cost, in each other’s houses as the early church did? (Acts 2: 46, 

Matt. 18: 20). Perhaps people would be more willing to open their homes if we were less 

judgemental? Persecution is likely to increase, so we may end up meeting secretly in each 

other’s homes anyway.  

Could we rent a church building, or if we buy one, could it be old/cheap? If there is a church 

building, could it be sold? Could it be rented out? We should think twice before building 

lavish new churches, where the opportunity cost takes away from money that could be spent 

on more important things like helping the poor, or evangelism. Some denominations suffer 

from an “edifice complex”. The church is after all about the people, and not bricks and mortar 

– “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 

them.”(Matt. 18: 20). The people are the building, the people are the church. (1 Cor. 3: 9-17; 

Eph. 2: 19-22). 

How many social events do we really need? Do we really need an expensive, high-tech sound 

system, to go with the “worship team”? How much worldly marketing and promotion is 

really necessary? Could church-goers spend less on wearing fine clothing and expensive 

jewellery? Would someone who secretly gives their money away, and is left with only old 

and plain clothes, be treated with less respect? (James 2: 2-6). Like traditions of men, worldly 

attitudes or beliefs have no place in the church (Col. 2: 8, 20-23). We need to get the world 

out of the church, so that the church can be out of this world.  

Many churches could probably cut costs if their adherence to biblical Christianity was radical 

enough. There are no doubt many more ways to increase the money available, to cut costs, 

and to use it more prudently. 

Take the initiative 

One option, if appropriate, is to work more (if more work is available), or if possible, to get a 

better-paying job, and so be able to give more. Epaphroditus set an example, supplying the 

needs of Paul as he travelled spreading the gospel. He nearly worked himself to death (Phil. 

2: 25 and 30). Alternatively, if you are relieved from the burden of tithing, you may have 

some more money for your own ministries, or if you can afford it, you might work less, and 

have more time for your own ministries. The opportunities are limited only by your 

imagination, initiative and talents, and with God’s enabling, who knows what you might 
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start? Individuals can make a difference, and you don’t necessarily require the church’s stamp 

of approval. Consider the impact of Martin Luther, William Carey, and John Flynn. Have 

faith that God will bless your efforts and avoid the trap of being lukewarm, or being 

discouraged by opposition (1 Cor. 16: 9). In my experience, God can and does use the 

imperfect efforts of flawed human beings (1 Cor.1: 26-31). For example, something you can 

do easily yourself, is to download free tracts from the internet, photocopy them cheaply, and 

hand them out, or put them in letterboxes or on public noticeboards and hopefully play a part 

in saving many people. The people you help to save will hopefully help to save others, and so 

on. See for example, www.freechristiantracts.info., or you can buy tracts online, or write your 

own.  

Giving outside the local assembly – diversifying your investments 

Ideally, if your church is already doing an excellent job, then all your giving could be to the 

local church, as was done in the early church. I do not think, however, that just because 

aid/charity organisations did not exist in the time of the early church that we should not give 

to them. On that basis, we would not use modern medicine, including anaesthetics. Many 

organisations work with and through local churches anyway. Nevertheless, perhaps your first 

efforts should be aimed at trying to make your church as effective as possible. If you have 

limited success, there are many organisations that do outstanding work, where you may get a 

higher return on your investment. You may also choose to give to organisations outside your 

church, if you are able to give above and beyond what the church needs. 

Organisations can be much more effective in helping the poor, persecuted Christians and in 

evangelism than the local church. To demonstrate the point, in some Western countries many 

people are notoriously hard-hearted and resistant to the gospel. This may not be the fault of 

the local church, but it may be better to spend more where it is needed and appreciated. There 

is much more growth, interest and need in Africa and China for example, than in the West.  

As a possible scenario, using arbitrary figures, your local church might be lucky to save ten 

people a year. If you gave ten dollars a week to your local church, that would mean ten 

people saved for your $520.00 annual investment, or $52.00 per person. Assuming perhaps 

thirty other people gave $520.00 per year as well, the total cost is really $1612.00 per person. 

Adjust the figures to arrive at an approximate cost for your church. Alternatively, if you give 

to the Bible League, for example, one person might be saved for around $7.00. Hopefully 

your church supports missionaries, who may be more cost-effective than this. To be fair, 

money given to the church also meets other needs besides evangelism. 

There is a Pandora’s box of organisations to choose from, so that it is difficult to make wise 

decisions. It is worth thoroughly investigating an organisation before you give. There are 

some web sites that rate charities, at least on the basis of financial efficiency, such as 

www.charityguide.org, and www.charitynavigator.org. Check how much is spent on 

administration, since some may be essentially businesses primarily out to make a profit.  

Check to see if they have a doctrinal statement, or similar, and whether it is biblically sound. 

It is wise to get counsel from a multitude of godly people before you make your decisions. 

http://www.freechristiantracts.info/
http://www.charityguide.org/
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Some organisations sound Christian but may not be, some were, and may not be anymore. 

Some may be ecumenical. Also, if you give to more humanistic organisations, your money 

may be wasted on some politically correct, secular fad, which is likely to be of dubious value. 

Unfortunately, this is also true of some Christian organisations. On the topic of political 

correctness, the earlier Mark Twain quote is a helpful antidote to brainwashing and 

propaganda, and the web site www.biblelife.org., provides some alternatives to mainstream 

thinking, presented in a refreshingly direct way. 

 In my opinion, it is best to give to clearly Christian organisations. Bear in mind that getting 

people saved can change the culture of a country, and thereby greatly improve the social and 

political situation. In some African countries for example, the Christian principles of fidelity 

within marriage, or celibacy for the unmarried, are proving to be the most effective ways of 

controlling the spread of AIDS. For an insight into an example of a practical solution, see the 

aid workers blog at www.worldvision.org.uk./server.php?show=nav.2695 (connection 

between AIDS and fuel-efficient stoves). 

There are also many Christian Web sites dedicated to edifying Christians (Rom. 14: 19), 

spreading the gospel, or that deal with the end times and prophecy, etc. There are also 

effective radio and T.V. ministries. Most would no doubt benefit from more financial 

support.  

Prioritising your giving 

You will need the “Wisdom of Solomon” for this one. Here, for what it is worth, is an 

attempt at a possible order of priority: 

First priority:  

Provide directly for your family, and this could include your family of Christian brothers and 

sisters (James 2: 15-16). The strong wording of 1 Tim. 5: 8, “But if any provide not for his 

own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an 

infidel”, makes me think this should be first (and perhaps Mark 7: 9-13).  It is also a good 

witness. Also, the saying “Charity begins at home” comes to mind, and finally, it is so 

obvious it could easily be overlooked. For some this may be the only priority they can meet, 

and there are some who may not be able to meet even this.  

“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are 

of the household of the faith.”, (Gal. 6: 10 and Romans 12: 13). If we include “the household 

of the faith” in our “own house”, then providing for other persecuted or poor Christians 

should be included in your first priority.  

Second priority:  

If you can, support “those that preach the gospel”, that is, the pastor and his family, elders, 

church planters, evangelists and missionaries, with freewill offerings. This applies if there is 

zeal to run the church honestly on biblical principles which includes pastors/elders working 

to support themselves, the collection being distributed to poor Christians locally and further 

http://www.biblelife.org/
http://www.worldvision.org.uk./server.php?show=nav.2695
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afield and active local evangelism and missionaries. If not you could make this a lower 

priority. If the pastor/elders seem to be “in it for the money”, or teach falsehood, you need to 

consider withdrawing yourself (2 Thes. 3: 6-15; 1Tim 6: 3-5). 

Third priority:  

Organisations that spread the gospel, distribute bibles, plant churches etc. This is a high 

priority because the Great Commission (Matt 28: 18-20) is a clear command from Christ. If 

your church’s efforts at local outreach resemble pearls being trampled underfoot, you may 

decide to give less locally to those who “judge themselves unworthy”, and more to those who 

desperately need and want it. 

Fourth priority:  

Organisations that help persecuted Christians and the families of martyred Christians. It is 

also a good witness, especially to the persecutors. This should perhaps be a first priority. 

Fifth priority:  

Organisations that help the needy generally, through charity or advocacy, particularly in the 

developing world. The emphasis is on the developing world, because today in many Western 

countries most of us pay taxes of well over 20% of our incomes, and the government (taxes 

from taxpayers, in other words our money), usually provides for at least the basic needs of 

widows, orphans, immigrants, the homeless, jobless etc. The desperately poor in poorer 

countries do not have this help. We live in a world where close to 75% of Africans languish 

on less than $2.00 U.S. a day; meanwhile, in Europe, $2.00 U.S. is the daily subsidy for each 

cow (Siu Fung Wu, “Beyond Charity”, www.micahchallenge.org.au.). 

Sixth priority:  

Animal welfare, environmental causes, Amnesty International, Medicins Sans Frontieres, 

Oxfam, etc., etc. Some of these organisations are relatively well funded by those who are not 

Christians, so Christians might make this a lower priority. Those who are not Christians are 

unlikely to give money to Christian causes, which makes it all the more important that 

Christians, who are few in number, support them. 

You may strongly disagree with this order. If you disagree, add, subtract, and re-arrange as 

you see fit. It is difficult to put anything low down on the list - try it yourself. At least this 

attempt at prioritising may provoke thought and discussion. You can probably think of other 

causes or opportunities that are close to your heart. Do what you think is wise, biblical, and 

on your heart. Beware of the pitfall of giving too little to too many charities, contributing to 

administration and promotional costs, and thereby reducing their effectiveness. Many 

organisations probably prefer regular donations, if you think you can reliably meet the 

commitment.  

 For a list of organisations that you might give to, please see appendix 1. There are many, 

many more, and these may not be the best of their kind. You may prefer others. 
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Even if you don’t agree with this article, I hope you have been inspired to give as much and 

as effectively as you can, in a biblically sound way, to God’s work. The time may be short: 

we need to stop being lukewarm and get serious in these last days. If the rich gave more, 

expenses were minimised, and the pastor, his wife and the elders worked, there would be 

more money to fulfil the Great Commission and to help the persecuted, the weak, the sick, 

the poor and so on. Most of the rest of us could also probably do better. We all fall short. The 

legalistic extraction of weekly tithes, on the other hand, further impoverishes those Christians 

who are already poor, while the rich, who are supposed to support the poor, get richer, or at 

least remain rich. That sounds like the world, and not how the church should be. We can do 

better than that. We must do better than that. 

“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, 

and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete 

withal it shall be measured to you again” Luke 6: 38.  

David Clode  B. App.Sc. (Hort.).  

Cairns, Australia. March 2010.  

I would like to thank Pastor Dan DeLong for his help and collaboration, Laya and Nigel 

Ross, Mike Clode and others for their help, though they may not agree with the views 

expressed in this article. Please share freely. 
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Appendix 1 

Organisations dedicated to spreading the gospel 

Baptist International Missions, Inc. www.bimi.org. They have a solid, biblical approach, and 

their missionary network extends throughout the world. One bible costs $4.00 U.S. See also 

www.catalystonline.org., an activity of Baptist World Aid Australia. 

Bible Education and Missionary Service, www.beamsbibles.com. They provide bibles for 

$7.00 U.S., hardcover, King James Version. 

The Bible League, www.bibleleague.com.au, www.bibleleague.org. They provide bibles and 

discipleship around the world, to people who really want them, for around $7.00 per bible. 

The bibles provided are commonly read by about five people. They train local Christians, 

who understand the local language and culture (ex-pat missionaries need to learn this), to use 

their bibles to lead others to Christ. If they save one person, then the cost is $7.00 or 74 

people for $520.00 per year. If thirty-one people each gave $520.00, around 2303 people 

might be saved, and they might save others, and so on. 

Global Recordings Network Australia, www.globalrecordings.net/au. They produce robust 

audio players so that people who cannot read can hear the gospel in their own language. 

Whole villages of unreached people may hear the gospel. Also,  www.asmtoday.org, and 

www.faithcomesbyhearing.org.  

An organisation dedicated to helping persecuted Christians 

Voice of the Martyrs, www.persecution.com.au. Helps persecuted Christians, and the families 

of martyred Christians. They are very innovative, one example being using balloons to get 

letters/tracts into North Korea. “Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and 

them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body.” Heb. 13: 3. 

Some organisations that help the poor, the sick, the disabled, or 

meet other needs 

Christian Blind Mission, www.cbm.org.au. They help people who are both poor and disabled. 

For example, they do cataract operations for just over $30.00. CBM impacted the lives of 

over 16 million people in the world’s poorest countries in 2009.  

Ecological concern for hunger, www.echonet.org. They provide seeds and technical support 

for missionaries and agricultural aid workers around the world. Their work helps to improve 

food security and prevent hunger in the first place. Feeding the poor is a good witness, and 

may be an aid to spreading the gospel.  

Samaritan’s Purse, www.samaritanspurse.org, World Vision, www.worldvision.com.au., and 

others. They provide agricultural aid, disaster relief/prevention, and child sponsorship.  “And 

http://www.bimi.org/
http://www.catalystonline.org/
http://www.beamsbibles.com/
http://www.bibleleague.com.au/
http://www.bibleleague.org/
http://www.globalrecordings.net/au
http://www.asmtoday.org/
http://www.faithcomesbyhearing.org/
http://www.cbm.org.au/
http://www.echonet.org/
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/
http://www.worldvision.com.au/
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let our people also learn to maintain good works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not be 

unfruitful.” Titus 3: 14. 

The Royal Flying Doctor Service, www.flyingdoctor.org.au. In Australia and similar 

organisations in South Africa, Canada etc. They help all in need of medical attention, and 

save many precious lives. In the twelve months to July 2009, by one means or another, they 

attended to 274,237 patients in Australia (population 22 million). 

The Jewish National Fund, www.jnf.org. Amongst other things, they grow forests in places 

so dry that most would consider it impossible. Planting trees in Israel is ecologically 

important, but also psychologically, as an act of faith, believing that there is “a future and a 

hope” (Jer. 20: 11). “And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: 

and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” (Gen. 12: 3). Also, www.uia.org.,  or  

www.uiavic.org. (Australia), www.mdiaaustralia.org., www.yad-ezra.org., 

www.theisraelproject.org., and www.colelchabad.org. 

www.micahchallenge.org.au. They advocate for justice for poorer countries, including 

dealing with root causes of problems, such as unfair tariffs, debt relief etc. “Open thy mouth, 

judge righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy.” Prov. 31: 9.  
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